




The voyage was uneventful for the first ten days, and then we saw 
British planes overhead. The Olim were sent below and the deck was 
covered with a large tarpaulin. When we were only a day’s sailing 
from Haifa we saw a British warship heading in our direction. The 
Palyam men on the ship brought up a machine gun that we had 
brought with us, and pointed it toward the warship. I
received a helio message from the ship saying: “This is the Israeli 
warship, “Eilat”. Ruthie, go to your station and receive orders for 
bringing the Olim into Haifa.

-Ruth Chaiken



Yehoshua 4:19יט:דיהושע 

דֶשׁ   ן בֶּעָשׂ֖וֹר לַחֹ֣ ם עָלוּ֙ מִן־הַיַּרְדֵּ֔ וְהָעָ֗
ח  ה מִזְרַ֥ ל בִּקְצֵ֖  יַּחֲנוּ֙ בַּגִּלְגָּ֔ הָרִאשׁ֑וֹן וַֽ

יְרִיחֽוֹ׃

And the people came up out of the Jordan on the 
tenth day of the first month and encamped in 
Gilgal, on the east border of Jericho.

Shmuel I 7:15-16טז-טו:ז' אשמואל 
י   ל יְמֵ֥ ל כֹּ֖ ט שְׁמוּאֵל֙ אֶת־יִשְׂרָאֵ֔ וַיִּשְׁפֹּ֤
ה וְסָבַב֙   י שָׁנָה֙ בְּשָׁנָ֔ ˂ מִדֵּ֤ יו׃וְהָלַ֗ חַיָּֽ
ה וְשָׁפַט֙   ל וְהַגִּלְגָּ֖ל וְהַמִּצְפָּ֑ ית־אֵ֔ בֵּֽ

ת כׇּל־הַמְּקוֹמ֖וֹת   ל אֵ֥ אֶת־יִשְׂרָאֵ֔
לֶּה׃ הָאֵֽ

And Samuel judged Israel all the days of 
his life. And he went from year to year in 
circuit to Beth-el, and Gilgal, and Mizpah; 
and he judged Israel in all those places.

Melachim II 2:1א:ב' במלכים 
י בְּהַעֲל֤וֹת ה הוּ  ' וַיְהִ֗ לִיָּ֔ אֶת־אֵ֣

לֶ˂ אֵלִיָּ֛הוּ   יִם וַיֵּ֧ ה הַשָּׁמָ֑ סְעָרָ֖ בַּֽ
הוּ   אמֶר֩ אֵלִיָּ֨ ֹ֩ ל׃ וַיּ ע מִן־הַגִּלְגָּֽ וֶאֱלִישָׁ֖

י ה ה כִּ֤ ב־נָ֣א פֹ֗ ע שֵֽׁ '  אֶל־אֱלִישָׁ֜
אמֶר  ֹ֣ ל וַיּ ית־אֵ֔ נִי עַד־בֵּֽ שְׁלָחַ֣

ע חַי־ה ˃֖  ' אֱלִישָׁ֔ י־נַפְשְׁ וְחֵֽ
ל׃ ית־אֵֽ ךָּ וַיֵּרְד֖וּ בֵּֽ אִם־אֶעֶזְבֶ֑

And it came to pass, when Hashem was to 
take Elijah up by a whirlwind into heaven, that 
Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. And Elijah 
said to Elisha, "Please stay here, for Hashem 
has sent me as far as Beth-el." And Elisha 
said, "As Hashem lives, and as your soul lives, 
I will not leave you." So they went down to 
Beth-el.

Yehoshua 9:6ו:יהושע ט 
מַּחֲנֶ֖ה הַגִּלְגָּ֑ל   עַ אֶל־הַֽ וַיֵּלְכ֧וּ אֶל־יְהוֹשֻׁ֛
רֶץ  ל מֵאֶ֤ ישׁ יִשְׂרָאֵ֗ יו וְאֶל־אִ֣ וַיּאֹמְר֨וּ אֵלָ֜
ית׃ נוּ בְרִֽ ה כִּרְתוּ־לָ֥ אנוּ וְעַתָּ֖ רְחוֹקָה֙ בָּ֔

And they went to Joshua to the camp at Gilgal, 
and said to him and to the men of Israel, "We have 
come from a far country; now make a covenant 
with us."



Devarim 11:29 .1כט:דברים יא. 1

א   ֹ֣ הּ ל מָּה֙ לְרִשְׁתָּ֔ ה בָא־שָׁ֙ ר אַתָּ֤ רֶץ אֲשֶׁ֨ י הָאָ֗ כִּ֣
ר   ם אֲשֶׁ֤ ם מִשָּׁ֑ ר יְצָאתֶ֖ וא אֲשֶׁ֥ יִם֙ הִ֔ רֶץ מִצְרַ֙ כְאֶ֤
ק׃  ן הַיָּרָֽ ˃֖ כְּגַ֥ יתָ בְרַגְלְ ˃֔ וְהִשְׁקִ֥ ת־זַרְעֲ תִּזְרַע֙ אֶֽ

For the land which you go in to possess isn't 
as the land of Egypt that you came out from, 
where you sowed your seed, and watered it 
with your foot, as a garden of herbs.



Yehoshua 1:2-3 .6ג-ב:יהושע א. 6

ן   ר אֶת־הַיַּרְדֵּ֣ ת וְעַתָּה֩ ק֨וּם עֲבֹ֜ י מֵ֑ ה עַבְדִּ֖ מֹשֶׁ֥
ר   רֶץ אֲשֶׁ֧ ה אֶל־הָאָ֕ ם הַזֶּ֔ ה אַתָּה֙ וְכׇל־הָעָ֣ הַזֶּ֗

ר   ל׃ כׇּל־מָק֗וֹם אֲשֶׁ֨ ם לִבְנֵ֥י יִשְׂרָאֵֽ ן לָהֶ֖ י נֹתֵ֥ אָנֹכִ֛
ר   יו כַּאֲשֶׁ֥ ף־רַגְלְכֶ֛ם בּ֖וֹ לָכֶ֣ם נְתַתִּ֑ ˂ כַּֽ תִּדְרֹ֧

ה׃ רְתִּי אֶל־מֹשֶֽׁ דִּבַּ֖

"Moses, My servant, is dead; now therefore 
arise, go over this Jordan, you, and all this 
people, to the land which I give to them, to 
the Children of Israel. Every place that the 
sole of your foot shall tread upon, to you have 
I given it, as I spoke to Moses.



Beresheit 13:17 .7יז:בראשית יג. 7
רֶץ   ˂ בָּאָ֔ ק֚וּם הִתְהַלֵּ֣
י   הּ כִּ֥ לְאׇרְכָּ֖הּ וּלְרׇחְבָּ֑

נָּה׃ ˃֖ אֶתְּנֶֽ לְ

Arise! Walk through the 
land to its length and to its 
breadth because I will give 
it to you."



I believe that there is no better way to feel the connection to 
the land of Israel than to walk its length and breadth, cross 
its valleys, challenge its mountain tops, and hike its trails; 
even the most forsaken ones.  Only when you walk the 
expanse by foot, absorb the sweet perfume of its 
landscapes and see with your own eyes its ancient ruins and 
modern cities, only then can you feel the real connection to 
the Land of Israel and feel yourself a son on this land.


