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Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, “We have 2 terms for kindness - mercy and

compassion, rachamim and rachamanus. The term rachamim is derived from

the verb rachem, which basically means to love. A merachem is one who

sympathizes. Rachmanus is derived from rachaman. The latter is an adjectival

noun meaning one who is compassionate.

“The difference between merachem and rachaman is that merachem describes

an act, not a disposition. Whoever engages in loving or commiseration is called

merachem, no matter how kind or merciful he is by nature. Rachaman describes
not an action, but a trait, a temper, a bent in one’s character, a disposition. The
rachaman cannot help but to love. Even when he wants to be strict and rigid,
he cannot do it, since his very personality is overflowing with love. Rachamanus

means that love, and only love, is what one ought to give to people.

“...The Jews is saturated with compassion and mercy. We all know what a Jew
feels when he says this boy is an orphan, this woman is a widow. The laws
pertaining to the treatment of those lonely people bear witness to our

sympathetic understanding and involvement in the travail of others.”

1 Chumash Masores HaRav, Vayikra, p.154-155
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3 Bava Metziah 62a
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R’ Samson Rafael Hirsch, “7102 Jy1% nanx - This is the maxim that must guide

all our social behavior in thought, word and deed. The noblest of our feelings
toward G-d and man is ahava, love... (which) means both giving oneself up to

another and drawing the other close to oneself. Both, together, constitute love.

“Now, it does not say here vahavta es ray’acha... (for) that would entail loving
the personality of the other person as we love ourselves - a requirement that
would be impossible to fulfill. For the duty of love that is under discussion here is
incumbent upon us in regard to all our fellow men; yet love that relates to the
personality of another depends on conditions that exist only seldom. Such love
is based on harmony and affinity between the souls - qualities found in few

relationships...

“The term here Y15 refers not to the personality of the other, but to everything
that pertains to his personality: all the circumstances that determine his position
in life, for better or for worse. To these we are to direct our love. We are to seek
his welfare, just as we seek our own welfare. We are to rejoice in his happiness
as though it were our own, grieve over his sorrow as though it were our own,
assist eagerly in advancing his welfare as though it were our own, and keep

trouble away from his as though we ourselves were threatened by it.

“This is a requirement that we can fulfill even in connection with a person with
whom we have no affinity. For this requirement of love has nothing to do with the
personality of the other; it is not based on any of his qualities. lts basis, rather, is
T "X. In the Name of Gd, this duty is assigned to us in regard to all our fellow
men; for it is He Who has given all men the mission to become ray’im one with
the other... No one may fear another’s success or hope to prosper from his
failure; no one may rejoice in his own success as long as his neighbor fails at his

side...
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“He loves him (his neighbor) as the work of G-d’s hands, who like himself was
created in the image of G-d. By loving His creatures, he expresses his love of G-
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